
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

THURSDAY, Oct. 7, 2010 

5:00 – 7:00 p.m. Pre-registration: in reception area in hotel 

5:00 – 7:00 p.m. Welcome Reception: For all new members, new attendees, and returning members 

  Cosponsored by Baird Holm LLP, Omaha, NE and the AALA Membership Committee 

6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Student Mixer at The Mattress Factory: www.themattomaha.com 
Sponsored by:  University of Nebraska School of Law 

FRIDAY, October 8, 2010 

7:00 – 8:00 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast  
  Sponsored by: Holland Hart LLP 

7:30 – 8:30 a.m.  Session 1 ABA Business Section, Ag Finance Subcommittee 

“Recent Developments In Conservation  Easements” 
 Moderator: R. Lawrence Harris, Melchert, Hubert and Sjodin PLLP, Waconia, MN 
   Speaker:  Steven W. Sanford, Cadwell Sanford Deibert & Garry LLP, Sioux Falls, SD, Director and Treasurer of Northern 
Prairies Land Trust 

8:30 – 9:00 a.m. AALA Annual Business Meeting  Theodore A. Feitshans, AALA President 

General Session:  Annual Developments in Agricultural Law 

 Moderator:  Maureen Kelly Moseman, AALA Past-President 

9:00 – 9:20 a.m. Session 2 UCC – Steven C. Turner,  Baird Holm LLP, Omaha, NE 

9:20 – 9:40 a.m. Session 3 Tax Law Affecting Agriculture – Philip Harris, University of Wisconsin  

9:40 – 10:00 a.m. Session 4 Agricultural Bankruptcy – Jeffrey Peterson, Gray, Plant, Mooty PA, St. 

Cloud, MN 

10:00—10:20 a.m. Break 
  Sponsored by: Lawler and Swanson, PLC 

General Session:  Annual Developments in Agricultural Law 

 Moderator:  Amy Swanson, Lawler and Swanson, Parkersburg, IA  

10:20 –10:40 a.m. Session 5 Issues in Sustainability,Food, Energy, New Farmers and More 

– Neil Hamilton, Drake University School of Law 

10:40 – 11:00 a.m. Session 6 New Developments in Food Law – Susan Schneider, University of 

Arkansas School of Law 

11:00 – 11:20 a.m. Session 7 Land Use Law – Jesse Richardson, Virginia Tech 

11:20 – 11:40 a.m. Session 8 Environmental Law & Agriculture – Anthony Schutz, Univ. of Neb 

College of Law 

11:40 – 12:00 a.m. Session 9 Farm Bill - Nancy Bryson, Holland & Hart LLP, Washington, D.C. 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Luncheon - Presidential Address and Award Presentations 
Sponsored by:  Husch Blackwell Sanders LLP, Omaha, NE  

 
 



FRIDAY, October 8, 2010 (continued)  

1:00 – 3:00 p.m.                       Concurrent Sessions A 
 

 

10 
Tax Law  
Developments- 
Income & Estate 
 
Moderator: Philip Harris, 
University of Wisconsin 
School of Law 
   Neil Harl, Iowa State 
  University 
 

11 
Natural Gas, Wind and 
Solar Energy: The 
Implications “Down on the 
Farm” of the Increasing 
Use of Farmland for 
Energy Production 
Moderator: Harrison M. Pittman,  
Director, The National 
Agricultural Law Center, Univ. of 
Arkansas  School of Law 
“The Marcellus Shale Natural 
Gas Rush: Maximizing  
Opportunities for Landowners 
While Minimizing Impacts upon 
Farmland” 

   Ross H. Pifer, Diretor, The 
Agricultural  Law Resource and 
Reference Center,The Dickinson 
School of Law 
“The Leasing of Farmland for 
Wind Energy  Production” 
   Scott G. Buchanan, Partner, 
Buchanan Bibler Gabor & Meis, 
Algona, IA  
“Solar Energy: Is It Really a 
Bright Idea for Farmers?” 

   Ray A. Starling, General 
Counsel,  NC Department of Agr 
&  Cons. Services 

12 
Federal Legal Issues 
Regarding Livestock 
Production 
 
Moderator: Terence J. 
Centner, University of 
Georgia 
“Air Emissions and 
Livestock Operations” 
  Shawna M. Bligh, The 
Session Law Firm, Kansas 
City 

“Federal Permitting and 
Enforcement at CAFOs” 
   J. Daniel Breedlove, 
Senior Counsel, US 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, Kansas City 

“CAFO Issues in the 
Courts and the EPA” 
  Terence J. Centner, 
University of Georgia 

        
 

13 
Food Safety: New 
Concerns, Increased 
Regulation 
 
Moderator: Susan A. 
Schneider, University of 
Arkansas School of Law 
  Anne “Beth” Crocker, 
South Carolina Department 
of Agriculture 
   Martha Noble, Senior 
Policy Associate, National 
Sustainable Agriculture 
Coalition 
   Michael T. Roberts, 
Director, Center for 
Integrity in the Food 
Industry  and Special 
Counsel, Roll Law 
Group,LLP 
   Jason W. Sapsin, Of 
Counsel, Polsinelli 
Shughart, PC; former 
Associate Chief Counsel, 
FDA 
   Jennifer Williams 
Zwagerman, Attorney, 
Faegre & Benson LLP, Des 
Moines, IA and Visiting 
Scholar, Drake University 
School of Law 

 
3:00 – 3:15 p.m. Break 
  Sponsored by: AgriBank, FCB.



FRIDAY, October 8, 2010 (continued) 

3:15 - 5:15                        Concurrent Sessions B 
 

14 
UCC  
 
Moderator: Steven C. 
Turner, Baird Holm LLP, 
Omaha, NE 
   Brooke Schumm, 
Daneker McIntire 
Schumm, Baltimore, MD 
   Patrick Turner, Husch 
Blackwell Sanders 
   Terry Anderson, 
Creighton Univ. School of 
Law 
 

15 
Non-Point  
Source Developments 
 
Moderator: Anthony Schutz, 
Univ. of Nebraska College of 
Law 
   Sandi Zelmer, Univ. of 
Nebraska School of Law 
   Mike Linder, Nebraska 
Dept. of  Environmental 
Quality 
 Karen A. Flournoy, Deputy 
Director, Water, Wetlands, 
and Pesticides Division 
   Brian C. Buescher, Kutak 
Rock LLP 
 

16 
Catching the Wind - 
And Paying for it 
 
Moderator:  Drew K. 
Theophilus, Baird Holm LLP  
Omaha, NE 
   David C. Levy, Baird Holm 
LLP   Omaha, NE 
   Michael Siedschlag, 
Chairman of the Nebraska 
Power Review Board and 
Vice-President and Program 
Manager of HDR 
Environmental  and 
Resource Management 
Group, Omaha, NE 
  Phil Pogge, Managing 
director of Logissence LLC 

17 
The Explosion Of 
Interest in Ag Antitrust: 
A Great Debate About 
Enforcement, Litigation 
and Regulation 
 
Moderator: John D. Shively, 
Faegre & Benson LLP, 
Denver, CO 
   Ian Conner, Hunton & 
Williams, Washington, DC 
   Peter Carstensen,  
University of Wisconsin Law 
School 
  

 

5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
 

Reception 
Kutak Rock LLP  1650 Farnham Street (transportation provided from hotel lobby) 

Sponsored by:  Kutak Rock LLP 

 

SATURDAY, Oct. 9, 2010 

7:00 – 8:30 a.m. 
 

Continental Breakfast 
Co-sponsored by 

Farm Credit Services of America  &  CoBank 

7:00 – 8:30 a.m. 
 

Breakfast Discussion Groups 
Join one of these groups for an informal discussion:   

Practitioners, General Counsel, Government Attorneys 
Or join in one of these programs: 

  Speed Mentoring for Young Lawyers – A “speed networking” session offering the 
opportunity to talk with attorneys about agricultural law and careers. 
  AG*IDEA Program in Agricultural Law – Theodore A. Feitshans and David Saxowsky will 
discuss an online program for college students under development by agricultural law 
educators. 

 

 

 



SATURDAY, Oct. 9, 2010 (continued) 

8:30 –10:30 a.m.                     Concurrent Sessions C 

18 
Agricultural Liens 
 
Moderator: Jeffrey A. 
Peterson, Gray Plant 
Mooty, St. Cloud, MN 
   Eldon McAfee, 
Beving, Swanson & 
Forrest, Des Moines, IA 
   Lawrence Harris, 
Melchert, Hubert and 
Sjodin PLLP, Waconia, 
MN 
Wesley F. Smith, 
Stevens & Brand, LLP, 
Lawrence, KS 

19 
Climate Change and 
Bioenergy:  Legal and 
Regulatory Developments 
   Sponsored by the U. of Illinois 
Energy Biosciences Institute 
 
   Moderator:   A. Bryan Endres, U. 
of Illinois, Champaign, IL   
   Brent Yacobucci,  
Congressional Research 
Service,Washington, DC "Climate 
Change and Energy: A Concise 
Update of Federal Legislative and 
Regulatory Developments" 
   Tom Wilmoth, Blankenau Wilmoth 
LLP, Lincoln, NE "Emerging Issues 
in Carbon Markets" 
   Jody M. Endres, Energy 
Biosciences Institute, U. of Illinois, 
Champaign, IL "Implementation of 
the Biomass Crop Assistance 
Program" 
   David L. Bracht,  Husch Blackwell 
Sanders LLP, Omaha, NE "Animal 
Waste and Ethanol" 

20 
Farm Bill of the 
Future:  Issues and 
Consensus Building 
 
Moderator: Nancy 
Bryson,  Holland & Hart 
LLP  Washington DC 
   Anne Hazlett, Minority 
Chief Counsel, US Senate 
Agriculture Committee 
   Harrison Pittman, 
National Agricultural 
Law Center 
   Charles W. Fluharty, 
Director, Rural Policy 
Research Institute, 
University of Missouri 
   William Gillon, Gillon 
and Associates, PLLC, 
Collierville, TN 
   Anne Simmons, Senior 
Policy Advisor, U.S 
House Agriculture 
Committee 

21 
Good Agricultural 
Practices: European 
Union and United 
States 
 
   Bock Chair Mini 
Symposium  Sponsored by 
the Bock Chair in  
Agricultural Law, University 
of Illinois 
   Moderator: Margaret 
Rosso Grossman, University 
of Illinois, Urbana,IL 
   Michael Cardwell, School 
of Law University of Leeds, 
United Kingdom 
   Alison Burrell  Joint 
Research Centre, Institute 
for Prospective 
Technological Studies, 
European Commission, 
Seville, Spain 
 

 

10:30 – 10:45 a.m.   Break 
 

10:45 – 11:45 a.m 
 

Student Symposium 
Law student presentations on current research projects 

10:45 – 11:45 a.m 
 

Session 22 Ethics: Multi-Jurisdictional Practice Issues 
        Susan Poser, Dean  University of Nebraska College of Law 

 

11:45 – 12:45 p.m 
 

Luncheon and Keynote Address 
Dr. Jason R. Henderson, Vice President and Omaha Branch 

Executive, Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City 
Lunch Sponsored by:  Faegre & Benson LLP 

 



SATURDAY, Oct. 9, 2010 (continued) 

12:45 – 2:45 p.m                          Concurrent Sessions D 

23 
Crop Insurance Issues 
Moderator: Robert Moore, 
Wright Law Co., Dublin, OH 
  Allen Olson, Attorney at 
Law, Albany, GA 
  David P. Grahn, Associate 
General Counsel, Rural 
Development, USDA 
  Frank W. Pechacek, Jr., 
Willson & Pechacek P.L.C., 
Council Bluffs, IA 
    

24 
Agricultural 
Competition for Water 
Moderator:  Don Blankenau,   
Blankenau Wilmoth, LLP, 
Lincoln, NE 
   Stephen D. Mossman, 
Mattson Ricketts Law Firm, 
Lincoln, NE 
   Michael Klein, Anderson, 
Klein, Swan & Brewster, 
Holdrege, NE   
   Don Blankenau, 
Blankenau Wilmoth, LLP, 
Lincoln, NE 
 

25 
Nuisance Livestock, 
Trespassing Odor & 
Manure, and Land 
Use Restrictions 
Moderator: Justin 
Schneider, Indiana Farm 
Bureau 
  Brian Buescher, Kutak 
Rock LLP, Omaha, NE 
  Dana Frese, Carson & Coil 
PC, Jefferson City, MO 
  Todd Janzen, Plews 
Shadley Racher & Braun, 
Indianapolis, IN 

26 
Taxation of Natural 
Resources 
Moderator: Guido van der 
Hoeven, North Carolina 
State University 
   Roger McEowen, Iowa 
State University 
   Travis Baxter, Mitchell 
Williams Law Firm, Little 
Rock, AR 
   Marcus Magness, Fresno, 
CA 

2:45 – 3:00 p.m.    Break 
 

3:00 – 4:30 p.m.                         Concurrent Sessions E 

27 
What is 
“agriculture” and 
“forestry” in land 
use regulation?  
Moderator:  Jesse 
Richardson 
   Theodore A. Feitshans, 
North Carolina State U., 
Raleigh, NC 
   Martha Noble, 
Sustainable Ag Coalition, 
Washington, DC 
   Lee N. Smith, Stoel 
Rives LLP, Sacramento, 
CA 
 

28 
Sustainability, Organic 
Production and Energy 
Moderator: Neil Hamilton, 
Drake University School of 
Law 
   Michael Roberts Associate 
GC, Government Relations & 
International Affairs  and 
Roll International 
Corporation & Affiliates, Los 
Angeles, CA 
   Janie Simms Hipp, Advisor 
on Tribal Relations, Office of 
the Secretary USDA, 
Washington DC 
   Ed Cox, Drake Agricultural 
Law Center Fellow,  
Springfield, MO 

29 
Moving Beyond Animal 
Rights 
Moderator:  Patrick Costello, 
Costello Carlson & Butzon 
LLP, Lakefield, MN  
 
   Richard L. Cupp, 
Pepperdine U. School of Law, 
Malibu, CA 
   Prof. Cupp received the 
AALA 2009 Professional 
Scholarship Award for 
“Moving Beyond Animal 
Rights: A Legal/ 
Contractualist Critique”, 46 
San Diego Law Review 27 
(2009). 

30 
Social Media 
 
  Michael Wukmer, Ice 
Miller LLP, Indianapolis, 
IN 
  David Cain, 
MediaSauce, Carmel, IN 
   Aaron Grant, Ice 
Miller LLP, Indianapolis, 
IN 

 

4:30 – 5:30 p.m. 
 

Session 31 Ethics in  Representing Conservation Easement Clients 
and Drafting Conservation Easements 

Jesse J. Richardson, Virginia Tech 

 

5:30 p.m. – ADJOURN 


